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Unloading the Vessel
Container ships are loaded and unloaded using large 
shoreside cranes that can move along the wharf as 
needed. Depending on the size of the vessel and the 
number of containers to be handled, the terminal may 
use from one to eight cranes.

Container Yard (CY)
The terminal container yard stores and stages loaded import containers for 
delivery, loaded export containers for outbound vessels, empty containers for 
delivery to exporters, and bare chassis for over-the-road container movements. 

Vessel Unloading
Import container is 
unloaded and moved to 
CY stacks

Bobtail Entry�
Driver enters with bobtail tractor 

through pedestals and gates

Chassis Pool
Driver selects 
appropriate chassis

Container Transfer�
Driver obtains import 

container from lift operator

Roadability Check
Driver pulls container on chassis 

through “roadability canopy”

Terminal Gates
Terminal gates process 
inbound and outbound 
containers, including 

security functions
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RPM Check�
Driver pulls container 

on chassis through CBP 
radiation portal monitor
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